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ABSTRACT 

This istudy sought to determine the convergent and 
discriminant validity of the PIAT when administered to separate 
samples of Anglo and Mexican-American children. Thirty-one 
Mexican^American and 31 Anglo-American children vere matched on the 
basis of sex, age, SES, educational placement, and reason i^eferred 
for psychological assessment. All children were administered the 
PIAT, Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT) and Wechsler Inteljiegnce 
Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R). Partial intercorrelations (CA 
held constant) among. the PIAT subtest fav scores^ vand subtests of the 
WRAT and WISC-R purporting to measure the same construct were 
performed. Adequate convergent validity was found for the PIAT 
Mathematics, General Information, Spelling, and Reading Recognition 
subtests for both Anglo and Mexican-American . children. Poor 
discriminant validity was obtained for^ all PIAT subtests evaluated.. 
It was concluded that the PIAT may be of value when used in 
conjunction ' with the jJISC-R to differentiate between s|)ecific v\ 
learning difficulties and an English language deficiency with 
Mexican-American populations. (Author) 
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The interpretations of tests administered to members of ^ 
ihinorlty* populations pose a special problem for the clinical 
di^gnosticicm. ^ When a test is standardized on children in the > 
educdttional mainstream, its usefulness is .debatabl)3 with children « 
who are culturally different (Deutsche Plshman, Kogan, North, & 
Whiteman, 1961|) • For example, the Peabody Individual Achieve-* 
ment Test (PIAT) (Dunn.& Markwai*dt, 1970) is an Achievement 
^ screening^ instrument which includes only percent minority 
I 5 children in its stantli^rdizatlon sample. Obviously, interpreta* 
I " tion of Mexican- American children's performance on the PIAT 

requires knowled^je of the Instrument's validity with this cul- 
^ turally different population; Unfortunately, due to the recent 
publication of the Pa^AT, little evidence is available regarding 
this issue^. The present study sought to determine the convergent 
and discriminate validity of the PIAT when administered to separate 
, samples of Anglo and Mexican -American children. The Cambell & ^ 
Fiske (1959) model was used to compare the PIAT sub testis with 
correspondingf subtests -of the Wide Range Achievement fest (WHAT) 
(Jastalc, Bijou, & Jastak, 1965) and the Wechaler Intelligence 
Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R) . 
- ^ ' 

In the pr£^'seht study, 31 Meaican-Amerlcan and 31 Anglo- 
American- children were matched on the basis ^f > sex, age, SES, 
edupationaj. placement, and reason referred for psychological 
assessment. All children were administered the PIAT, WRAT, and 
WISC-R. Partial intercorrelatlons among the PIAT subtest raw 
scores and subtq^sts of the WRAT and WISC-R purporting to moasure 
the ssone construct were performed. , ^ 

Adequate convergent validity of the PIAT Mathematics, General 
Information, Spelling, and Reading Recognition subtests was found 
Tor both Anglo and Mexican-American children. The differences 
between the two groups* validity coefficients were not found to be 
significant (^= .05),. Poop discrimitiCte validity was found for 
all the PIAT subtests evaluated. Thei^glo-Amerlcan group s^cored 
significantly better on the mathematicq^.-'eu^t^ t of botlKth^riAT 
and WRAT. The meai? verb&l scale IQ score (WISC-R) for the Anglo 
children was significantly (£<.05) above that fpund'for M«cican- 
American children. 
<h . . ^ , . ' - . ■ 

fs^ ' — — . \^ 

<^ Paper presented at the Annual Convention of the^Rocky Mountain 

° Psychological Association, Phoenix, May, 1976. 

^ *The author is affiliated wH;h the Laboratory for the Study of 

Human Intellectual Processes, Department of Educational Psychology. 
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The implications of these /data are: (A) the ability of the 
FIAT to differentiate constrUGto that individual subtests purport 
bo measure over the method in Which they were measured was inade- 
quate for both Mexican and Anglo-American groups; .(B) the PIAT 
taken in its entirety may be ^f value to the clinical diagnostician 
in ascertaining gross discrepancies between intelligence and achieve- 
ment; (G) although the reason/ for psychological assessment was the 
same for both groups, the data suggests mart of an English language 
deficienpy than/:a specific learning diffjfculty for the Mexican- 
American children. / 
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Partial Intercorrelations Among the Various Subtests 
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